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N.J. PASTOR IS 


A FLOCK 


AMONG CELEBS 


STAR 


Attendees pray during services at Hillsong NYC, a church known for Christian rock music and pastor Carl Lentz, whose 
followers include singer Justin Bieber and NBA star Kyrie Irving. Andres Kudacki, Associated Press 


Pop heartthrob Justin Bieber and other famous 
figures have been singing praises of Carl Lentz 


Michael Sol Warren For The Star-Ledger 


On the one hand, he is a 38-year-old father of three who 
lives with his wife in a quiet Upper Montclair subdivision — 
atypical New Jersey dad. 

On the other hand, Carl Lentz is covered in tattoos, sur- 
rounded by celebrities and full of God’s word as a preacher 
and the head pastor of Hillsong NYC, the New York area’s 
local megachurch — a Joel Osteen or T.D. Jakes for Belieb- 
ers and NBA fans. 

It’s this strange dichotomy that has made Lentz a 
fascinating figure and a source of ongoing local and national 
intrigue. 

Last summer, Justin Bieber — perhaps Lentz’s most 
famous follower— popped up around Montclair. The singer 
was in town to see the pastor; Lentz says that it’s not uncom- 
mon for Bieber to stay with his family in their Montclair 
home. 

“(My daughters) have grown up with Justin,” Lentz says, 
in a recent interview with NJ Advance Media. “He’s just this 
guy. It’s normal for them.” 

But shortly after those Bieber sightings, Lentz found him- 
self at the center of a series of controversies. Bieber abruptly 
cut short his worldwide tour. Around the same time, basket- 
ball player Kyrie Irving, another of Lentz’s followers, made a 
shocking and much-derided NBA trade demand. 

Rumors swirled that Lentz was behind both moves. 

“Justin Bieber makes his own decisions,” says Lentz, who 
also denies that he directed Irving’s actions. “People who 
don’t know what a pastoral relationship is like, they would 
definitely speculate and wonder.” 

More recently, Lentz pulled back the curtain on his world, 
at least somewhat. On Halloween, Simon & Schuster pub- 
lished his book “Own the Moment.” Although the title hasn’t 
exactly turned into a runaway bestseller, the attention it 
has received has only helped to cement Lentz’s status as an 
entirely new — and potentially hugely influential — brand of 
Christian pop cultural ambassador. 

SEE LENTZ, 3 
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Bebeto Matthews, Associated Press 


“There’s always going to be 
criticism from within that’s 
going to be more frustrating, 
problematic, annoying than 
from outside. That’s just classic 
Christian faith stuff.” 


Carl Lentz, a pastor who ministers to thousands 
at his Hillsong Church in New York 
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Iran president 
calls for calm 
after protests 


Rouhani acknowledges grievances 
amid ban on Instagram and messaging 
app to quell anti-government uprising 


ErinCunningham Washington Post 


Iranian President Hassan Rouhani on Sunday acknowl- 
edged the grievances of protesters who have held wide- 
spread demonstrations across the country over the past 
four days, saying that Iranians have the right to criticize 
the government and that those who took to the streets were 
angry over economic corruption that has long plagued the 
Islamic Republic. 

Rouhani addressed the nation in his first comments 
since anti-government unrest began on Thursday, in the 
largest protests since an uprising over disputed election 
results shook the nation in 2009. 

From the capital, Tehran, to Kermanshah in the west 
and the holy city of Qom in the north, Iranians defied 
police to vent frustration against a government that allows 
limited space for political dissent. 

Rouhani called on protesters to refrain from violence 
and damaging government property. After a night of esca- 
lating unrest saw attacks on government buildings and vio- 
lent confrontations with police, the moderate president, 
reelected to a second term in May, took a conciliatory tone. 

In stunning scenes, Iranian protesters chanted “Death to 
the dictator!” as they tore down posters of supreme leader 
SEE IRAN, 4 


WASHINGTON 


Man seeks to give his 
ancestor proper place 
in Civil War history 
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The U.S. Army has agreed to look at correcting 123 years 
of history. 

Army Secretary Mark T. Esper said the service is look- 
ing at whether David Dunnels White, great-great-grandfa- 
ther of Clinton resident Frank Everett White Jr., deserves a 
medal of honor. 

The Army earlier rejected evidence that David White, a 
farmer and soldier from Hawley, Massachusetts — and not 
the New Yorker who received the medal — actually cap- 
tured Robert E. Lee’s son George Washington Custis Lee at 
the Battle of Sailor’s Creek in Virginia. 

“It was a major breakthrough for us,” Frank White said. 
“We knew we were swimming upstream because the Army 
had never done this before. On the other hand, we were 
optimistic that our evidence was irrefutable.” 

The younger White has sought since 2011 to get recogni- 
tion for his ancestor’s deed. The Army instead awarded the 
medal of honor to Harris Hawthorn of New York in 1894, 
who had requested it for Lee’s capture. 

The 37th Massachusetts Regiment Veterans Association 
protested in 1897, claiming that David White accomplished 
the deed, but its complaints were ignored. 

Esper, following the recommendation of acting Penta- 
gon Inspector General Glenn Fine, agreed last month to 
reopen the case. The Army earlier had rejected White’s 
SEE MEDAL, 3 


IN NATION & WORLD 
Sheriff's deputies shot in ambush 


A man fired more than 100 rounds at sheriff’s deputies 
early Sunday, killing one and injuring four others, before 
being fatally shot himself in what authorities called an 


ambush. Page 14 
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